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PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Sugar Grove Custom Cars, LLC. Sponsors Winning Program Called Formula High School 
 
Dallas Center, IA May 20, 2009 – Sugar Grove Custom Cars, LLC., located in Dallas Center, Iowa is a 
proud sponsor of a specialized program called Formula High School. Formula High School is a program 
put together by two instructors from Wisconsin; Jeremie Meyer (Preble High School in Green Bay) and 
Mike Besel (West De Pere High School in DePere). The Formula High School program allows teams of 
students to build a replica race vehicle in 8 months and then test it at the track.  

This year the students chose a brand new Formula First racer, built by Sugar Grove Custom Cars 
(SGCC) as their model. A Formula First racecar is a single seat, open wheel style racecar, utilizing a 
VW engine, transmission and front beam suspension.  

In this intense program, the students worked in teams to construct the vehicle. They were given a 3D 
computer model of the main cockpit section of the chassis to ensure proper placement of roll bars and 
bracing so the vehicles were safe. The students then used computer-modeling software to design the rest 
of their chassis.  
 
They worked in teams to layout, design and manufacture the rest of the vehicle, including the controls, 
bearings, seats, etc. The students incorporated engineering and manufacturing techniques learned in 
class to construct their vehicles.  

The body molds were provided by Sugar Grove Custom Cars. Under the direction of a local fiberglass 
company, the teams of students learned how to lay up a fiberglass body. Once the bodies were removed 
from the molds, the students were responsible for trimming and fitting the panels to the chassis.  

To closely match the original racecar, while keeping costs down, the students were required to use the 
following: 
 

 16 HP V-twin Briggs & Stratton lawn mower engine 
 Front suspension parts from a VW beetle 
 VW spindles and brakes  
 Same steel wheel and tire assemblies used on the Formula First vehicles 
 Heavy duty centrifugal clutch connected to the solid rear axle by chain 


